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3 "AMHERST — Hauling discarded tires
.1 -out of the woods, -clearing -away downed
tree branches, and cleaning™yp littered
trails are not part of the curricylum for
. most high-school-aged students.

But some home-schooled students in
Amherst are getting a crash course in
outdoor work, courtesy of the town’s
Conservation Department. The department
is using the students’ volunteer efforts to

. help tackle a backlog of maintenance jobs.
' “(The students) have been a big help,”
- said Conservation Director Peter Westov-

] . er. “We've been able to count on the help
~of a core group, aboit four to eight
ghtudfeani]ts once a week, most weeks since

e

+Mack, 16, -and Sam Griffin, 15, were
-helping Amherst’s land manager, N:cholas

nnzuom, gather “up -piles of branches;

behind“the Applewood retirement commuy
timbg-

nity. The-] en from trees in an;,
‘old apple or earlier this-winter and
- were being piled for buming.

Miller-Mack and Gi
“herst, are pursuing home-sgl
the help of the Pathfind
F Center in Amherst, a resourck center for

-

nts who teach thelr children at home
for the students themselves.

CRISTY EELOER
-3 Sam Grifﬁn, front, 15, helps Joshua Hornick from the apple orchard hehind Applewood at Amherst in South
Pathﬁnder Learning" §Center clear branches from the old Amherst Tuesday.

Tome-schoolers help out in town

Pafﬁﬁnder Center students get crash course in conservation efforts

“T love being outside, and I don’t mind
doing hard work” said Miller-Mack. “I
think this is something worthwhile to do.”

Miller-Mack, who doesn’t have previous

gladly accepted by Anzuoni and Westover,
the Conservation Department’s only two
full-time employees, who are responsible’
for overseelrg *he wn’s extensive con-

experience doing trail work, said he's. Sem%n’iands and 6. "d mﬂes of trails.

looking into working this summer for the
Student Conservation Association, a na-
tional organization that links young people
'with work sites in national parks and
forests and other areas across the coun-

“'The Pathfinder Center and the Conser- «
vation Department teamed up lasf fall
after a student expressed concern”»about
trail degradation, according to 'Jdshua;
Hornick, co-director of the leammg ohtor.

Hornick said that -7ight - after that,

Pathfinder Co-Diratior Ken Danford. took
- the student up
© . the Environm
g Late .Tuesday morning, Jacob Mlller- . touch with
‘“Some studénts started helping out regu-
larly after that,” he said,

the Hitchcock Center for
t, which in turm got in
the Conservation ‘Department.

- Hornick, who was helpmg with Tues-
day’s cleanup — Danford” usually drives

" ‘the students to the work sites and helps

out himself — added “fhat the studexits
doing the conservation work do it of their
own accord, -

“We encourage kids to do community

service work, but this was still their 1dea,”
he said.
The students’

assmtance has heen

“Thls isn't the most exmtm “oh,, but
it’s still hard work that has to be doze;”
Anzuoni said Tuesday as he watc2ed
Griffin and Miller-Mack haul h-3vY
branches to the piles of deadwood.

Anzuoni said he first started woiKing
" with the Pathfinder students last
“when they and other volunteers helped
" edend the Robert Frost Trail from
Suned and into Wendell.

‘More ret:"ntly, the students along, With
a student group from the University of
Massachusetts, carted 125 old truck and
car tires from land in Nor’.h eyst. The
tires were taken to the
disposal, which cost $1,200 m hppmg fees,

Anzuoni said. 3

- “Tt was a huge job,” he said.

Griffin, who started home-schoolm;
last fall, said the outddor . Work was
“somethmg different” hat seemedlintel:
esting. “It’s somethin might pursue,
he said, g

i

Anzuoni said the Ap °":°h?’gs
which llas now actuall *he "pe ted.
the town, may eventually e planted

with new trees.



